Foundation Stage –Critical Pathway
Year Group: Reception 


                           Term:–Summer 2026 ‘Our big wide world’
	
	
	

	Subject

Focus Week
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5
	6
	7
	8
	9
	10
	11
	12
	13

	Core texts 
	The snail and the whale 

(geographical learning)
	Handa’s Surprise 
	What does it mean to be green? (National Geographic Kids)
	Mad about Minibeasts
	Martha Maps it out
	Katie Morag and the new pier
	final assessment week.

	PSED


	KQ what can I achieve?

WALT 

bounce back when things go wrong
	KQ what can I achieve? 

WALT 

believe that ‘yes I can’
	KQ How can I look after my body? 

WALT 

think about healthy eating
	KQ How can I look after my body? 

WALT 

think about a healthy mind
	KQ How can I look after my environment? 

WALT 

look after our classroom
	KQ How can I look after my environment? 

WALT 

look after our world
	KQ How can I look after my environment? 

WALT 

look after minibeasts
	KQ How can I look after my environment? 

WALT 

look after people/ my friends
	KQ How can I work in my environment? 

WALT 

look after money 1
	KQ How can I work in my environment? 

WALT 

look after money 2
	KQ How can I work in my environment? 

WALT 

look after our body- sleep and movement.
	KQ How is my world similar/different to others? 

WALT 

consider care for our families
	

	RE


	KQ what places are special?

WALT think about places which are special tome
	KQ what make a place special?

WALT think about animals around the world
	KQ what make a place special?

WALT how different parts of the world are similar/different
	KQ what makes a place special?

WALT how different parts of the world celebrate God as creator
	KQ what makes the world special?

WALT how God created the world- Christian creation
	KQ what makes the world special?

WALT how people should look after the world
	KQ what makes the world special?

WALT how God created the world- appreciating nature
	KQ what make a place special?

WALT what place is special to you?
	KQ what make a place special?

WALT the church is special place for Christians
	KQ what make a place special?

WALT the church is special place for Christians- visit the church
	KQ what make a place special?

WALT the places of worship for believers
	KQ what make a place special?

WALT consider moving on and looking back r-yr1
	

	CLL

key vocabulary

	KQ What are the countries of the UK
WALT describe the UK

England, Scotland, Wales Ireland ,Northern Ireland

	KQ What are the continents of the world
WALT name the continents, Europe, Australasia, Asia, Africa, Antarctica North America, South America
	KQ If you were going to take a friend a gift, what would you take them?

WALT think about others likes/needs/wants
	KQ What is your favourite fruit?

WALT share our likes and dislikes
	KQ What does it mean ‘to be green?’ How can I look after my environment? 

WALT 

Think about what do you do at home to look after our world?
	KQ What are the 3 R’s? 

Reduce

Reuse

Recycle

WALT think about items/materials that we can recycle
	KQ Where would you find a minibeast?
WALT describe an insects habitat
	KQ What minibeasts do you see in your garden? 

WALT identify the insects that we see around us

	KQ animals in the universe
WALT name seal, puffin, dolphin, starfish, jellyfish

	KQ What would I see on the shoreline
WALT name bucket, spade, deckchair, and parasol. Cliffs, 

	KQ What is a place like?
WALT name features of a place far away.

	KQ What is a place like?
WALT name features of a place far away.

	

	PD

Gross 
	KQ How we can look after our bodies?

WALT keep active through physical exercise
ball skills


	KQ How we can look after our bodies?

WALT keep active through physical exercise
ball skills
	KQ How we can look after our bodies?

WALT keep active through physical exercise
Parachute games -fruit salad!
	KQ How we can look after our bodies?

WALT keep active through physical exercise

	KQ How can we look after our bodies?

WALT keep active through physical exercise

	KQ How can we look after our bodies?

WALT keep active through physical exercise

	KQ How can we look after our bodies?

WALT keep active through physical exercise

	KQ How can we look after our bodies?

WALT keep active through physical exercise

	KQ How can we look after our bodies?

WALT keep active through physical exercise

	KQ How can we look after our bodies?

WALT keep active through physical exercise

	KQ How we can look after our bodies?

WALT keep active through physical exercise

	KQ How we can look after our bodies?

WALT keep active through physical exercise

	

	Fine
	KQ how can I change clay?

WALT

use  a range of tools to create different shapes with clay
	KQ how can I change playdough?

WALT

use  a range of tools to create different shapes with dough
	KQ Can I use scissors to manipulate the shape of materials?

WALT Use scissors and tool to independently cut out images of animals from the story
	KQ How can I chop up fruit to make fruit salad?

WALT use tools safely to chop fruit into smaller pieces
	KQ Can you design a poster to encourage people to look after the environment

WALT look after our world
	KQ What are the colours of the rainbow?

WALT collage a rainbow using a variety of colours and textures.
	KQ can you manipulate materials to make a minibeast house?

WALT
use a range of materials and tools to create an end result
	KQ can you manipulate materials to make a minibeast house?

WALT

use a range of materials and tools to create an end result
	KQ how do I apply paint?

WALT paint a modelwith different media- Paint/glue
	KQ how do I join materials?

WALT explore joining techniques
	KQ what does a flower head look like?

WALT design and make a tissue paper flower
	KQ what does a flower head look like?

WALT design and make a tissue paper flower
	

	literacy


	KQ How can I use writing to communicate

WALT 
Write about my holiday
	KQ How can I use writing to communicate

WALT 
write a postcard (from snail)
	KQ Can you write a list of fruits you would find in a fruit salad?

WALT write a list
	 KQ Can you describe these different  fruits?

WALT Write using descriptive language based on utilising our senses
	KQ What are the ways in which we can protect our planet? 

-RRR

-Use less water

-Plant more trees

-Protect habitats

WALT write a sentence about how we can look after our world (design a poster) 
	KQ What are the colours of the rainbow?

WALT label a rainbow having drawn one with a variety of colours 
	KQ Can you describe a minibeast?

WALT Write using descriptive language
	KQ Can you describe, (write and draw) a minibeasts habitat? Where do they live?
WALT Write using descriptive language and become aware of different habitats
	KQ what is a map?

WALT write a key for a map 
	KQ whatis a map?

WALT write directions and a route using a map 
	KQ what is a day on an Island like?

WALT write a description of Katie Morags day 
	KQ what is a day on an Island like?

WALT write a diary entry 
	

	phonics
	KQ what sound does these letters make?

WALT, learn short oo, long oo
	KQ what sound does these letters make?

WALT, consolidate ch,sh,th, ng,ai,ee, igh,oa,oo
	KQ what sound does these letters make?

WALT, learn ar/ or

tricky words some one said
	KQ what sound does these letters make?

WALT, learn ur/ ow

tricky words come do so
	KQ what sound does these letters make?

WALT, learn oi/ ear

tricky words were, when
	KQ what sound does these letters make?

WALT, learn air/ ure

tricky words have,there
	KQ what sound does these letters make?

WALT, learn er/ consolidate ar/ur/ow/ur

tricky words out like
	KQ what sound does these letters make?

WALT, learn consolidate oi, ear,air,ure,er,ar,or,ur

tricky words little what
	KQ what sound does these letters make?

WALT, learn wh/ph

tricky words some one said
	KQ what sound does these letters make?

WALT, learn ay/ a-e

tricky words come do so
	KQ what sound does these letters make?

WALT, learn a/ e-e

tricky words were, when
	KQ what sound does these letters make?

WALT, learn ie- (ee)/ ea

tricky words have said
	

	reading
	assessment
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	assessment
	
	

	Maths
	KQ what numbers are beyond 20

WALT  build numbers to 10- 13
	KQ what numbers are beyond 20

WALT  build numbers to 14-20
	KQ what numbers are beyond 20

WALT  find patterns within 100
	KQ find how many now?

WALT  add and take away 
	KQ what is a shape?

WALT  manipulate, compose decompose shapes
	KQ what is a shape?

WALT  select,rotate, manipulate and explain shape arrangements
	KQ what is a shape?

WALT  name recognsie and find 2d shapes in 3d shapes
	KQ share and group

WALT  share and group
	KQ share and group

WALT  share and group
	KQ visualise, build and map?

WALT  share and group a collection of objects
	KQ visualise build and map?

WALT  visualise share and group
	KQ make connections?

WALT  visualise and build
	

	EAD

Art
	KQ What is clay like?

WALT  explore the properties of clay

create different creatures
	KQ 
WALT  use playdough to make different creatures
	KQ What colours would you see in a bowl of fruit salad?

WALT carry out an observational/still life painting
	KQ Using chalks, can you draw Handa’s Kenyan village?

WALT Utilise appropriate colours for purpose (desert colours?)
	KQ What is beautiful in our world?

WALT  Observe nature around us and draw something natural outside 
	KQ What are the colours of the rainbow?

WALT collage a rainbow using a variety of colours and textures.
	KQ what does a minibeast look like

WALT  design mini beast sculptures
	KQ what does a minibeast look like

WALT make a mini beast sculptures
	KQ what does a minibeast look like

WALT paint a mini beast sculptures
	KQ how do I use scissors?

WALT cut different materials
	KQ how do I join materials?

WALT explore joining techniques
	KQ what does a flower head look like?

WALT design and make a tissue paper flower
	

	DT

Kapow
	
	
	KQ Do some materials cut more easily than others?

WALT To develop scissor skills.

To investigate cutting different materials.
(Junk modelling)
	KQ 

Can the pupils attempt to chop the fruit safely using the knife?

WALT To practise cutting with a knife.

To learn how to use a knife safely.
	
	
	KQ How can we make a minibeast house?

WALT To learn how to plan and select the correct resources needed to make a Minibeast house.
(Junk modelling)
	KQ How can we make a minibeast house?
WALT To verbally plan and create a minibeast house (junk modelling).

	KQ Can you tell the class about your model? (minibeast house)

WALT To share a finished model and talk about the processes in its creation.
(Junk modelling)
	KQ Do you know what waterproof means?

WALT To understand what waterproof means and to test whether materials are waterproof.
(Making boats)
	KQ Which materials do you think will float, and which will sink?

WALT To test and make predictions for which materials float or sink.
(Making boats)
	KQ What will you use to make your boat?

WALT To create a boat based upon their own ideas.
(Making boats)
	

	Music

Kapow
	
	KQ how can I make music?
WALT think about what makes an instrument

	
	KQ how can I make music?
WALT say what makes an orchestra

	
	KQ how can I make music?
WALT follow a beat

	
	KQ how can I make music?
WALT say what makes a tuned and untuned instrument

	
	KQ how can I make music?
WALT create a performace.

	
	
	

	UTW

past & present
	KQ what did I do last week?
WALT reflect on what we have done in the immediate past
	KQ what did the snail do on his journey?
WALT sequence and order events
	KQ Have you been abroad/to another country before?

WALT reflect on visiting different places
	KQ Where in the world does Handa live? Has anyone visited Kenya/Africa?
WALT learn about what Handa’s country is like (Kenya)


	KQ What things have a positive impact on our planet? 

WALT identify what is good for our world -
	KQ What things have a negative impact on our planet? 

WALT identify what is not good for our world -littering/pollution/cutting down trees
	
	
	KQ

What were seaside holidays like in the past?
WALT
say how holidays in the past were similar and different to today

The beach


	KQ

What were seaside holidays like in the past?
WALT
say how holidays in the past were similar and different to today

The promenade
	KQ

What were seaside holidays like in the past?
WALT 

say how holidays in the past were similar and different to today

Seaside entertainment


	
	

	people & communities 
	KQ Who lives like me?
 WALT identify ways in which the world is similar and or different
	KQ who can give us help?

WALT identify the emergency services.
	KQ Can you find (Kenya) where Handa lives on the map

WALT identify similarities and differences between UK and Kenya
	KQ What do you notice about where Handa lives? Describe and discuss environment.

WALT identify similarities and differences between communities
	KQ What things do you and your family do at home to help our world?
WALT Talk about the lives of the people around us and how they help protect our world 
	KQ How can we help look after our habitats? 

WALT help protect our world around us and the habitats of animals around us. 
	KQ How can I look after my environment? 

WALT 

look after minibeasts
	KQ How can I look after my environment? 

WALT 

look after people/ my friends
	KQ what is it like by the seaside?

WALT describe seaside creatures 
	KQ what is it like by the seaside?

WALT describe seaside creatures in a cold country
	KQ what is it like by the seaside?

WALT describe seaside creatures in a warm country.
	
	

	The natural world
	KQ what is our world like?

WALT name the countries in the United kingdom

	KQ what is our world like?

WALT identify places in the world we know/ have visited.

	KQ Where in the world does Handa live?

WALT learn about other countries in the world (Kenya)
	KQ Where in the world does Handa live?

WALT learn about what Handa’s country is like (Kenya)


	KQ How can I look after my environment? 

WALT 

Think about what do you do at home to look after our world?
	KQ What are the 3 R’s? 

Reduce

Reuse

Recycle

WALT think about items/materials that we can recycle
Make a rainbow
	KQ Where would you find a minibeast?
WALT describe an insects habitat
	KQ What minibeasts do you see in your garden? 

WALT identify the insects that we see around us
	KQ what is it like by the seaside?

WALT describe seaside creatures 
	KQ what is it like by the seaside?

WALT describe seaside creatures in a cold country
	KQ what is it like by the seaside?

WALT describe seaside creatures in a warm country.
	
	

	Four ways farm
	Moon struck
	
	Animal magnetism
	
	On reflection
	
	
	
	Sickness and health
	
	
	
	

	Computing
	WALT To understand the meaning of directional arrows

To follow a simple sequence of instructions
	
	WALT to experiment with programming a Bee-bot/Blue-bot and to learn how to give simple commands
	
	WALT To experiment with programming a Bee-Bot/Blue-Bot and to learn how to give simple commands
	
	WALT To follow instructions as part of practical activities and games
	
	WALT To follow instructions as part of practical activities and games
	
	WALT To learn to give simple instructions
	


