Foundation Stage –Critical Pathway
Year Group: Reception 


                           Term:–Spring ‘Our local environment’
	
	

	Subject

Focus Week
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5
	6
	7
	8
	9
	10
	11
	12

	Core texts 
	The Three Little Pigs

( Scientific learning)
	Town mouse and Country mouse
( Geographical learning)
	Cinderella stories around the world
( historical learning)
	Spring- goodbye winter hello spring geographical learning
	The Gingerbread Man

scientific learning 
	The Easter Story (Rechenkas eggs)
( cultural learning- history)

	PSED

valuing difference

keeping safe
	KQ how is my family similar/different to yours?

WALT to consider what makes a family
	KQ what makes my home special?

WALT to consider how their home is special to them, what makes it safe
	KQ how can I stay safe inside and outside?

WALT talk about how to keep my body safe
	KQ what is safe for my body?

WALT talk about what our bodies need to stay safe and well 
	KQ which people can I trust to look after me?

WALT talk about ways to stay safe in our environment
	KQ how do I feel?

WALT consider how other people behaviour makes me feel.
	KQ how can I help others who are feeling sad?

WALT consider ways of caring for others
	KQ what is a friend?

WALT consider different ways friends look after each other
	KQ how are we all special?

WALT respect each other’s similarities and differences,
	KQ how are we similar/different?

WALT to say how each person is unique.
	KQ how can we stay safe online

WALT consider ways to look after ourselves when online
	KQ how do I keep my body safe

WALT understand that under my pants is private.

	RE
Festival lesson may move depending on dates
	New Year Epiphany

KQ what does the story of Creation say to Christians?
WALT Christians believe God created the world.
	KQ

KQ what does the story of Creation say to Christians?

WALT Christians believe God created the world.
	Chinese new year

KQ

Why do Christians care for the world,? 
WALT that adam and eve cared for the animals

	KQ

How and why might Christians say thank you to God? WALT think about prayers of thanks
, 
	KQ

What do Christians think about Gods love? WALT think about how Christians worship through song 
	KQ

Why is God important to Christians? WALT understand what Bible stories are special to practicing Christians ( Speak to Church goers- write a letter to the vicar) 
	Shrove Tuesday/ Ash Wednesday

KQ

What do Christians celebrate in Spring? WALT 

The easter story
	KQ

How do some Christians celebrate Easter? WALT easter traditions.  
	Purim Holi

KQ

How do Hindus celebrate Holi? WALT story of Chanukah and why Jews celebrate it.

 Story of Purim and why Jews celebrate 
	KQ

What story do Hindus remember at Holi?? WALT understand the sequence of the Easter story 
	Ramadan 

KQ

What special times do people celebrate ? WALT talk about 2 key celebrations
	KQ

Why is Easter special? WALT Easter activities

	CLL

What?

How?

Why?

Where?


	KQ 
If you were building a house, what materials would you use and why? 

WALT 

Discuss which materials would be suitable/unsuitable and why?
CP
	KQ
Why do some materials/objects move when blown and others don’t?
WALT 

Discuss comparative vocabulary such as light, lighter, lightest or heavy, heavier, heaviest. 
Link with UTW
	KQ 
What places make up our local community?

WALT 

Think about where we live and the community (places) around us. Do we live in the city or country? How do you know?
Link with UTW
	KQ

What do you like about a city? What do you like about the countryside?

WALT Discuss whether the children would most like to live in the town/city or the country when they are grown up. Why?
Link with UTW
	KQ
How is Cinderella’s home life different to that of our families today? 

WALT

Think about how roles and jobs within the home are more commonly shared between family members. 

Changes and contrasts. 

Link with literacy
	KQ 
How could we help our local community? What jobs could we do to help others?
WALT 

Think about ways we can be helpful and considerate to others around us; picking up litter, opening doors, smiling and being polite. 

Link with literacy
	KQ
What seasonal changes do you see around us? 

How do you know we are in Spring now?

WALT 

Identify seasonal changes around us. 
Link with UTW
	KQ
Who has been to a garden centre?

What do they have there?

WALT

Engage in role play and develop our vocabulary, having set up a ‘Garden centre’ with pots, seeds, till point, aprons, spades etc. 
	KQ

What would have happened to the gingerbread man if he had gone into the water?
WALT

Make a prediction prior to carrying out an experiment

CP
	KQ 
How could you change the ending of the story?

WALT

Think about alternative endings for the story. How would you end the story, what would happen to the gingerbread man?  

Link with UTW
	KQ

What happens in the story? WALT 
Verbally retell the Easter story, using visual prompts if required. 

	KQ
How do you and your family celebrate Easter? 

WALT 

Discuss family traditions, gatherings, seeing extended family and relatives. 

	PD

Gross
PE 
	KQ
Can you move in a variety of ways (related to the story? Wolf/building/gathering Pigs)
WALT

Develop confidence, coordination and control in the way we move our bodies
Dance UK weather

WALT-demonstrate spinning actions

KQ

How can we use movement to show the changing moods of the weather?

Dance- minibeasts

WALT – demonstrate scuttling actions

KQ

How can we show the movements and behaviours of minibeasts through dance?
	KQ
Can you run away from the wolf?

WALT

We are learning to negotiate space successfully and engage in racing and chasing games. Adjusting speed and changing direction.
Dance UK weather
WALT-change levels in space (low/high) 

Dance- minibeasts

WALT –demonstrate 2D shapes


	KQ
Can you play team games including ‘Cat and Mouse’? 

 WALT 

Engage in running races, participating against others. 

Play team games
Dance UK weather
WALT – develop relationships (over/under) 

Dance- minibeasts

WALT –move in a space using forward, backward, and sideways action
	KQ

Can you play team games including ‘Cat and Mouse’? 

 WALT 

Engage in running races, participating against others. 

Play team games
Dance UK weather
WALT – move with contrasting dynamics (light/heavy)

Dance- minibeasts

WALT –develop relationships (away, towards and around a partner)
	KQ
Can you move your body to music at Cinderella’s ball?
WALT 

Explore movements to music
-Dance

Dance UK weather
WALT – demonstrate yoga poses 

Dance- minibeasts

WALT –remember patterns and sequences
	KQ

Can you move your body to music at Cinderella’s ball?

WALT 

Explore movements to music

-Dance

Dance UK weather
WALT-work in pairs to create shelter shapes

Dance- minibeasts

WALT –create own ideas of movement 

	KQ
What equipment do you need to plant seeds?

WALT

To plant seeds independently, filling up pots with soil, tipping the water, lifting the compost and pushing the seeds
Link with UTW

Dodgeball fundamentals

WALT-throw a ball using two hands

KQ

How can we use teamwork and ball skills to play dodgeball effectively?
Beanbag skills

WALT-Balance beanbag on various body parts

KQ

How can we use teamwork, balance and control to master beanbag challenges?


	KQ

Can you grow and stretch like a growing plant in PE? Can you roll your body like a tumbling seed? Pitter patter like rain drops. Wind.
WALT 

Develop confidence, coordination and control in the way we move our bodies in varied ways. 

Dodgeball fundamentals

WALT- throw a ball at a target

Beanbag skills

WALT-move a beanbag with good control

	KQ
Can you pretend to be the gingerbread man and run away from those trying to eat you?

WALT 

Engage in running races, participating against others. 

Play team games such as tag.
Dodgeball fundamentals 

WALT-aim and hit a range of targets

Beanbag skills

WALT- balance a beanbag  whilst travelling
	KQ
How would the animals in the story move and stand? WALT

Explore moving in a variety of ways, at different heights and speeds. Can you freeze in a position resembling a horse? The old woman?
Dodgeball fundamentals

WALT – dodge a ball

Beanbag skills

WALT-throw a beanbag at a target
	KQ
How can I make the parachute move? 
WALT

Working together to achieve an overall goal. Using soft animals to put on to the parachute. 
Dodgeball fundamentals

WALT – catch a ball using two hands

Beanbag skills

WALT-throw and catch a beanbag with a partner
	KQ

How would young animals move; chicks, rabbits, lambs,
-Sing Old MacDonald had a farm as part of lesson. 

WALT

Explore moving in a variety of ways,
Dodgeball fundamentals WALT – cooperate as a team and follow basic rules of dodgeball

Beanbag skills

WALT-work as a team (beanbag relay)



	Fine
	KQ
Can you manipulate playdoh using fingers/tools to create a house?
WALT

To create a house from the story using playdoh.
CP
	KQ
Can you manipulate materials to create a character from the story?
WALT 

We are learning to handle tools to make changes to materials (including scissors/paint brushes/pencil)
CP
	KQ

Can you manipulate materials to create a small mouse house? 

WALT 

We are learning to manipulate materials with our hands and handle tools 
CP
	KQ
Can you use a knife and fork to chop up food?

WALT

We are learning to hold and use cutlery independently -building hand/wrist strength. 

CP
	KQ
How do you think Cinderella’s family make her feel?

What colours show these emotions?

WALT

Express emotions through different colours using paints; Sadness -blue/grey/purple
CP
	KQ

Can you manipulate materials to decorate Cinderella’s dress?

WALT

Use tools and materials to achieve a desired outcome
CP

	KQ
Can you use tweezers to pick up planting seeds?

WALT

Develop wrist and finger strength through small, intricate movements with aim of developing hand strength for writing. 

CP
	KQ 
Can you draw pictures of your bean growing? 

WALT

Record the changes taking place as our plant/bean grows. Label these changes. 

CP
	KQ

Can you manipulate materials to create a bridge to go over the river?

WALT 

We are learning to handle tools to make changes to materials
CP
	KQ
Can you manipulate materials to create a gingerbread man?
WALT

To create a gingerbread man from the story using playdoh.
CP
	KQ

Can you manipulate resources (lolly sticks) using fingers/tools/paint brushes to create an Easter cross?
WALT

We are learning to handle tools to make changes to materials
CP

	KQ

How will you choose to decorate your Easter Cross?

WALT

Choose from a variety of small resources including sequins, buttons, petals (signs of Spring) to encourage pincer grip
CP

	literacy


	KQ

what is my house like? WALT write labels and short descriptive passage about my home


	KQ

what were houses like in the past? WALT write labels and short sentence.

	KQ

what can I see in the town? WALT write labels and short sentence- describing the countryside

	KQ

what can I see in the countryside? WALT write labels and short sentence- describing the town

	KQ

what jobs do I do? WALT write short sentence about the different things I do in a day at home

	KQ

what jobs do I do? WALT write short sentence about the different things I do in a day at school

	KQ

What happens in Spring? WALT write a short descriptive passage/ labels about changes in Spring

	KQ

How to plant a seed? WALT write a short sentence about planting a seed 


	KQ

Who are the characters in the story? WALT write a short descriptive passage/ about the fox 


	KQ

What happens in the story? WALT make and write a short description of the gingerbread man.

	KQ

What happens in the story? WALT write a short story, linked to pictures from the story of the gingerbread man 


	KQ

What happens in the story? WALT write a short story, linked to pictures from the story of the gingerbread man ( made book of the gingerbread man

	phonics
	KQ what sound does this letter make in words?

WALT use double letters and two syllable words 
	KQ what sound does this letter make in words?

WALT read and write j,v,
	KQ what sound does this letter make in words?

WALT read and write w,x
	KQ what sound does this letter make in words?

WALT read and write y,z
	KQ what sound does this letter make in words?

WALT read and write z(s) qu
	KQ what sound does this letter make in words?

WALT consolidate letters taught so far-  


	KQ what sound does this letter make in words?

WALT consolidate letters taught so far- assessment week.
	KQ what sound does this letter make in words?

WALT read and write ch,sh
	KQ what sound does this letter make in words?

WALT read and write th, ng
	KQ what sound does this letter make in words?

WALT read and write ai,ee
	KQ what sound does this letter make in words?

WALT read and write igh,oa
	KQ what sound does this letter make in words?

WALT read and write oo,oo

	reading
	reading ducks
pink
	reading get off bug

pink


	reading the gulls mess

pink
	Read Jacks Fox red
	Six kittens red
	up in the attic
	up in the attic ( second week)

comprehension focus
	a quick quest
	a quick quest comprehension focus
	fish lunch
	fish lunch consolidation
	wings and things

	Maths
	Subitise within 5 focusing

on die patterns

Match numerals to

quantities within 5
	Counting – focus on

ordinality and the

‘staircase’ pattern

See that each number is

one more than the

previous number
	Composition

Focus on 5
	Composition

Focus on 6 and 7 as 5 and a bit
	Compare sets and use

language of comparison:

more than, fewer than, an

equal number to

Make unequal sets equal
	assessment
	Focus on the ‘staircase’

pattern and ordering

numbers
	Focus on ordering of

numbers to 8

Use language of less than
	Focus on 7
	Doubles – explore how

some numbers can be

made with 2 equal parts
	Sorting numbers

according to attributes -

odd and even numbers
	assessment

	EAD

Art
	KQ how can I mark make with finger paint ?

WALT describe colour and texture

( houses)
	KQ how can I use natural materials to create images

WALT make figurative and abstract images

( houses)
	KQ how can marks I make reflect music WALT create expressive pictures using paint and music

Peer gynt

Beethoven pastoral
	KQ how can I use mixed media to create transient art 

WALT explore mixed media to create different images.
	KQ what is collage- which artists use collage?

WALT explore the work of Megan Coyle- link with dances
	KQ how can we work together to create larger scale images

WALT make a group picture

	KQ

Can you gather signs of Spring for our nature picture?

WALT 

Work as a group to create images

Link with forest school
	Continuous Provision opportunities
	

	DT

Kapow
	Continuous Provision opportunities
	KQ

Can we learn how to thread and weave?

WALT 
To develop threading and weaving skills (using spring colour threads/ribbons/wools)
	KQ

Can we create a Threaded Spring Flower?

WALT

To use a range of tools and techniques to create a threaded spring flower. 
Developing fine motor skills,
	KQ
Investigating boats;
What materials will be best suited for making a boat?
WALT 

Make boats based on own designs to test on water- how to get gingerbread man across the river
	KQ

How do we make gingerbread men?

WALT 
Learn what ingredients we would need to bake gingerbread men; cooking

Share creation, explain the process- decorating gingerbead biscuits
	KQ

Can you design and create a hanging Easter egg decoration?

WALT

explore, use and refine a variety of artistic effects to express their ideas and feelings


	KQ

Can you design and create a hanging Easter egg decoration?

WALT

explore, use and refine a variety of artistic effects to express their ideas and feelings



	Music

Kapow
	KQ

Why do songs have actions?

WALT

To understand why songs have actions
	KQ

What is the ‘beat’?

WALT

To explore beat through body movement
	KQ

What do the terms pitch and tempo mean?

WALT

 explore pitch and tempo through scarf dancing and body movement
	KQ

Can we learn a song to perform to a group?

WALT

To perform action songs
	KQ 
Can we make music for Cinderella’s ball?

WALT

Explore a variety of musical instruments, playing them at different volumes
	KQ

Can we learn a song to perform to a group?

WALT

To perform  songs to an audience
	KQ                      Can you use your own body as an instrument? If so, how?                WALT           How to use our body and voice as instruments

	KQ                Can you create your own beat?    WALT  Clapping or tapping out a beat


	
	
	
	

	UTW

past & present
	
	
	
	
	KQ

Are any features of our local town familiar in old photographs?

What did Tutshill and Chepstow used to look like many years ago?

	
	KQ
How does the year change
WALT

Think how the year moves. Changes- similarities and differences weather/ clothes/activitis
	
	KQ how did we cross the river in Chepstow?
WALT look at two bridges in Chepstow- iron bridge and severn bridge
	
	
	

	people & communities 
	
	
	KQ 

What are the key features of the countryside? What are the key features of the city? WALT Compare and contrast the countryside and the city. How are these places different?

	KQ

What would you need to put on a map of our local community?

WALT

Make maps of where we live. Discussing what facilities are around us
	
	KQ 

Who are the people in our community I can trust to look after me?

WALT

Talk about ways to stay safe in our environment and those services who are there to help us; police, doctors, dentists, teachers. 
	
	KQ

Who has done any gardening before? Who has a garden? What is in your garden? 

WALT 

Plant seeds and watch them grow 
	 
	KQ

What animals are in the story? 

WALT 

Look at the different types of animals in the story and the habitats in which they live. Do you see any of the animals where we live??
	KQ

How do you and your family celebrate Easter? 

WALT 

Discuss family traditions, gatherings, seeing extended family and relatives.
	KQ

How do you and your family celebrate Easter? 

WALT 

Discuss family traditions, gatherings, seeing extended family and relatives.

	The natural world

https://ltl.org.uk/forest-school-ideas/
	KQ
What natural materials can you find to build a house?

WALT

Gather a range of natural materials to create a house for the pigs. #Forest School
	KQ 

What materials move when you blow them? 
WALT 

Explore a range of materials and which will move when blown.
#Forest School
	KQ

What sounds/smells/sights would I discover in the country?

WALT

Building on our learning of senses

#Forest School

	KQ

What sounds/smells/sights would I discover in the city?

WALT

Building on our previous learning of senses

Walk to look at chepstow from tump

-
	KQ

How can I change natural materials?

WALT mix materials to create potions
	KQ

How does clay change?

Use clay to create enchanted forest faces
	KQ

What changes do we see occurring when Spring is on its way? What is different now to when it was Winter time?
WALT

Observe the signs of Spring and new life around us and baby animals.
	KQ

What does a plant need to grow?

WALT

The life cycle of a plant/bean. 

Developing the knowledge that living things need water, air, light to help them grow. 

( continue planting outside)
	KQ 

What is the difference between a stream and a river?

WALT 

Make streams, waterways and rivers using pipes, trays and guttering
	 KQ

Which materials would float if put into water and which would sink?

WALT 

Predict and discover items that float and sink in water. 
	KQ

What naturals materials could you gather to create your Easter Garden?

WALT

Design and construct our own Easter Gardens 
	KQ

What animals are born in the spring time? 

WALT

Talk about Spring being symbolic of new life and chicks, lambs, ducklings etc being born. 

	computing
	Winter warmers

Feed the birds
	
	
	Winter warmers scarves for snowman
	
	
	Winter warmers lets make an igloo
	
	Spring time rabbit run
	
	


